
WAIRIO TROTTING CLUB 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2026 

 

On behalf of the Wairio Trotting Club Committee I would like to thank our sponsors and members for your continued 

support and assistance which contributes to making our two race meetings successful. 

Also, I would like to thank our great team at Southern Harness Racing; Jason Broad, Julie McEwan-Franks, Nicole 

Elliott and Lindsay Beer for their hard work and support, and for keeping us on track. Since stepping into the 

President's role last July, I would like to acknowledge my committee for their support and thank Darryl Hewitson 

for the immense support he has given to me this year again. 

The Wairio Trotting Cup was run at our February Meeting, with the Cup having a new sponsor this year, Transport 

Services Ltd. The Club would like to thank TSL for coming on board at such short notice and their pledge to further 

support the Club and Cup in years to come. The Club would also like to thank Earl & Margaret Drake for their loyal 

support of the Cup over the prior 15 years. 

Cup Day again proved to be a success, with the Transport Services WAIRIO CUP being won by Always Dreaming, 

trained by Nathan Williamson and driven by Matty Williamson. 

A heat of the SSBA Southern Belle Speed Series was also run on Cup Day, with the Brett Gray trained Anita Mary 

winning the race in the hands of Brent Barclay. 

At our April meeting, we hosted two memorial races to honour local identities that had passed away. The Club again 

ran the Tony Stevens Memorial Handicap Trot. Tony was a well-known member of the Central Southland harness 

racing fraternity. The Club would like to thank Tony’s daughter, Bridget, for her continued support of this race. We 

also acknowledged the tragic passing of Ricky Murrell of the Southern Vehicle Sales Group who had been a long-

time supporter of the Club, and supplier of the race day starters crew vehicle. The Club was honoured to have his 

wife, brother and friends on course as a guest of the Club for the day. 

Our confirmed race dates for the new season are Sunday 6th December 2026 and Sunday 14th February 2027.  As  

the Wairio Trotting Club is celebrating 90 years on the 5th December 2026, we had the opportunity to swap our 

traditional April date with the Forbury Trotting Club which were scheduled to race on the 6th December.  We are 

delighted to have swapped dates with Forbury for the mutual benefit of both parties. 

With the recent release of Project Stamina and One Equine View reports, the next 12 months ahead will be very 

interesting, and unsettling for affected Clubs and venues. We trust common sense and the betterment of racing will 

prevail. 

Once again to my Committee, Southern Harness and our sponsors, thank you for your continued support and 

involvement with the Wairio Trotting Club, and I look forward to seeing you all again this season 

Dawn Capon  

President 


